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January, 2026 Monthly Market Report

Slaughter Cows Slaughter Bulls......... $1.85to $2.11

Canners......c.cceuuees $ 1.28 to$1.61

Boning/Utility......... $ 162t0$1.71

GRS o vivoniaisinss $ 1.72t0$1.80
Bred Cows............ $2350.00 to $3,800.00 /head Cow/Calf Pairs....... $ 3250.00 to $4,300.00

Feeder Calves
Feeder Steers/Bulls Feeder Helfers
Large Frame #1 (avg prices) Large Frame #1 (avg. prices)
200 to 300 Ibs....... $2.77t0 $7.18 $5.91 $2.25t0 $6.44 $5.04
300 to 400 lbs...... $2.63 to $6.53 $5.33 $2.18 to $5.89 $453
400 to 500 Ibs...... $2.55t0 $5.73 $4.68 $2.12t0 $5.25 $4.19
500 to 600 Ibs...... $2.50 to $5.00 $4.56 $2.06 to $4.60 $3.84
600 to 800 Ibs...... $2.30 to $4.35 $4.03 $1.85t0 $4.00 $3.42
Month End Summary

January’s market prices again showed the demand remained solid for both our feeder calves and
slaughter cows and bulls. 2025 recorded the highest markets ever witnessed in the livestock industry and
January continued to reflect higher feeder prices were supported by both solid meat demand and tighter
supplies. January was mostly firmed higher in the cattle complex again supported by tight supply
expectations and feedlot leverage.

Empty pens have become common as some operators would prefer to look at an empty pen than to take
on the exposure by new feeder calve purchases of high-priced cattle. Feeder cattle have posted notable
strength from early to mid-January as the cattle futures were trying to stabilize. Normally cattle prices in
January are often affected by a reduced supply and winter-feeding challenges. Analysts generally now
feel the overall fundamentals will remain strong in 2026 with supplies tightening more in the first half of
this year. Overall sentiment remains bullish due to the tight supplies and strong feeder calve demand. The
live cattle market however remains “choppy” directly tied to packer margins and box beef performance.

The ongoing uncertainty around the Mexican border reopening continues to add volatility but is now
being questioned when and if it happens, the total effect on our markets is questionable. Those feeders
that were once posed to cross has disappeared and apparently have found other avenues of marketing or
consumption. The screwworm outbreaks in Mexico continue to unsettie markets raising long-term
biosecurity concerns and contributing to the uncertainty around the feeder cattle flows. Reports of this fiy
have been found from 60 to 600 miles into Mexico. We aren’t really sure how to approach this potential
scenario as conflicting reports offer no solid proof of anything.

January showed a mixed of tightening supplies along with shifting trade dynamics and volatile price
reactions especially in the cattle sector. Strong cash cattle prices along with reduced placements
continue to steer the market in a bullish direction. The January Cattle Feed and Inventory report indicated
fewer cattle on feed along with placements down 5% from a year ago. Early signs of any herd rebuilding
continue to remain weak with little evidence of heifer retention. High prices of beef cow slaughter have
continued to draw more cows to the auction ring.

From what we see this aggressive mode the feeder buyers have shown will continue into the Spri
Theres also a good chance we could see this market continue to get stronger as the available pool ofng.
feeders continues to shrink.
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